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qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 1028, and earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout.

Dennis has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Dennis has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Dennis Lemasters Il for his
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

————

IN SUPPORT OF WILMINGTON,
NORTH CAROLINA BEING RECOG-
NIZED AS “AMERICA’S WORLD
WAR II CITY”

HON. MIKE McINTYRE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 5, 2008

Mr. MCINTYRE. Madam Speaker, it is my
great pleasure to rise today to pay tribute to
the City of Wilmington, North Carolina, for its
remarkable contributions to the U.S. war ef-
forts during World War Il. Its rich World War
Il legacy reminds us not only of its unique and
pivotal role in the war, but also of the honor-
able dedication of all North Carolinians during
our Nation’s time of need. As a reflection of its
unique and pivotal role, and its deep and un-
matched sacrifice, | stand to proclaim that Wil-
mington, North Carolina, should be recognized
as “America’s World War Il City.” In fact, both
the New Hanover County Commissioner and
City Council have proclaimed it so!

During World War II, Wilmington was the
country’s unique wartime boomtown, aptly and
officially named “The Defense Capital of the
State.” The once-quiet seaside city, geo-
graphically isolated for decades, suddenly
found itself an exploding center for military life
and defense production.

Wilmington’s wartime efforts were extensive
and honorable. Wilmington based and trained
all five military services—the Air Force at the
Wilmington Airport, the Army at Camp Davis
and Fort Fisher, the Navy at Fort Caswell, the
Coast Guard at Wrightsville Beach, and the
Marine Corps at Camp Lejeune. The North
Carolina Shipbuilding Company of Wilmington,
the state’s largest employer at that time, con-
structed 243 cargo vessels with which to pro-
vide goods and equipment to our soldiers. Ad-
ditionally, Wilmington provided the Atlantic
Coast Line Railroad headquarters, three hous-
ing camps for German prisoners of war, a
major training base for P—47 fighters, defense
industries producing goods and equipment, a
British patrol base, and a shipping Lend Lease
supplies to the Allies.

Wilmington’s most important contribution by
far, though, was its dispatch of thousands of
its sons and daughters to fight the enemy.
These New Hanover County men and women
served in uniform, fighting on land, sea, and
air as Navy frogmen, P-51 fighter aces,
Tuskegee Airmen, submarine skippers, bomb-
er pilots, Marine riflemen, Army artillerymen,
physicians and nurses, and volunteers of all
sorts. Tragically, 248 Wilmington men bravely
lost their lives as a result of their courageous
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efforts to defend America. Two New Hanover
High School graduates received the Congres-
sional Medal of Honor and numerous others
received high decorations for valor including
Navy Crosses, Distinguished Service Crosses,
and Distinguished Flying Crosses.

Furthermore, Wilmington’s strategic position
made it vulnerable to enemy attack by Ger-
man U-boats, which marauded shipping off
our beaches. In July 1943 a U-boat fired at
the Ethel-Dow chemical plant in Wilmington,
perhaps the only German attack on America.
Wilmington endured this attack, as well as
constant civilian defense restrictions and air
raid drills, including black-outs and dim-outs.
The city’s population more than doubled with
the influx of military personnel, forcing locals
to cope with strain on housing and schools,
transportation, medical and social services,
law enforcement, and food supply.

Madam Speaker, Wilmingtonians sacrificed
in every imaginable way when our nation
needed them during World War Il. | ask my
colleagues to join me in recognition and ap-
preciation of Wilmington’s contributions to the
U.S. war effort during World War Il. Now, in
the spirit of that appreciation, let it be known
that Wilmington, North Carolina, should be
recognized as “America’s World War Il City.”

————

DESCUBRIENDO LA LECTURA AND
READING RECOVERY

HON. NICK LAMPSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 5, 2008

Mr. LAMPSON. Madam Speaker, it is truly
a pleasure to rise today to acknowledge the
achievements of Descubriendo la Lectura and
Reading Recovery in teaching struggling first
grade students to read and write in the 22nd
House district of Texas.

In April | visited Fort Bend Independent
School District to observe an early reading
intervention for bilingual children whose initial
literacy learning is in Spanish. It is called
Descubriendo la Lectura—DLL for short. The
goal of DLL is to reduce the number first-
grade children who have extreme difficulty
learning to read and write and to reduce the
cost of those learners to educational systems.
DLL is a reconstruction of Reading Recovery
for Spanish-speaking children and provides
short-term, one-to-one tutoring with a specially
trained teacher.

The results in my district are impressive, be-
ginning with the student | met the day of my
visit. Jose began his DLL lessons in January
reading on a text level of 1, which means he
could read a simple book with a single line,
supported by single illustrations. He could rec-
ognize his own name and write very few other
words.

On the day of my visit he was reading at a
text level of 12, which means he could read a
book with 4-8 lines of text per page. He is
able to read books with more challenging
ideas, vocabulary and longer sentences. He is
able to interpret and understand ideas and
characters through discussions with the DLL
teacher.

In the Fort Bend Independent School Dis-
trict, 70 percent of the students receiving a full
series of DLL lessons were reading on or
above grade level by the end of first grade last
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year. Throughout Texas, the U.S., and Depart-
ment of Defense schools around the world,
three-quarters of children receiving a full se-
ries of DLL or Reading Recovery lessons are
reading and writing at grade level standard by
the end of first grade. These results are re-
markable, considering these children began at
the bottom of their class for reading and writ-
ing—usually the lowest 10-20 percent. | com-
mend the teachers, administrators, and stu-
dents of Fort Bend ISD for their commitment
to assuring literacy for all children.

FIRSTBANK

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 5, 2008

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize FirstBank for being the re-
cipient of the 2008 Golden Rotary Customer
Service Award.

FirstBank is a locally owned banking organi-
zation headquartered in Lakewood, Colorado
and for over 40 years FirstBank has been
dedicated to a high standard of customer serv-
ice.

FirstBank is a full service bank with local
personnel, local decisions and outstanding
customer service. The employees of FirstBank
are available to customers 24 hours a day
with fast and friendly customer service. Due to
the high standard of customer care, FirstBank
has become the premier leader in the banking
industry in Colorado.

My deepest congratulations to FirstBank on
your continued success and outstanding com-
mitment to the customers you serve.

HONORING WALTER JONES III OF
MICHIGAN

HON. FRED UPTON

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 5, 2008

Mr. UPTON. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to Walter Jones Ill—decorated
Vietnam War hero, active member of the Civil
Rights Movement, and dedicated servant to
the community of Kalamazoo, MI.

During the Vietnam War, Walter served as
a paratrooper in the United States Army from
1965 to 1968. He received three Purple
Hearts and two Bronze stars during his com-
bat time and fought bravely in many battles,
including the Battle of DakTo—a major victory
over the North Vietnamese.

Perhaps even more impressive than Wal-
ter's war history, is his tireless work for the
Civil Rights Movement. When he was a young
man of 14 years, Walter become the vice
president of the local NAACP Youth Council in
Kalamazoo, and has been fighting for equal
rights for all races ever since.

With the combination of Walter's bravery in
the Vietnam War and his leadership in the
Kalamazoo community, he has been chosen
to receive the 2008 Veteran of the Year Award
at the Metropolitan Kalamazoo branch of the
NAACP Freedom Fund Banquet. | thank Wal-
ter Jones for his lifelong commitment to the
betterment of our country, and in particular, for
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his steadfast service to the Kalamazoo com-
munity.

———

RECOGNIZING THE FEDERATION
OF HELLENIC AMERICAN EDU-
CATORS AND CULTURAL ASSO-
CIATIONS

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 5, 2008

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Madam
Speaker, as co-founder and co-chair of the
Congressional Caucus on Hellenic Issues, |
rise today to recognize The Federation of Hel-
lenic American Educators and Cultural Asso-
ciations who today held a wonderful and his-
toric event in the Capitol entitled, “The Dy-
namics of the Hellenic Language.” Attendees
included His Excellency = Ambassador
Alexandros Mallias; Carolos Gadis, Minister-
Deputy Chief of Mission; Stella Kokolis, Presi-
dent, SAE USE Region Educational Com-
mittee; Christos Polymeropoulos; Vassilis
Polymeropoulos; Maria Gadis; and students
from the Greek School of Plato in Brooklyn in-
structed by Eleftheria lkouta and Despina
Hotzoglou.

| want to acknowledge the honorees receiv-
ing the “Capitol 2008 Awards for Promoting
Hellenic Language and Culture”:

The Honorable ROBERT MENENDEZ (D-NJ),
The Honorable OLYMPIA SNOWE (R-ME), Dr.
Anagnostis Agelarakis, Professor and Director
of Environmental Studies, Angela Kalmoukos,
Teacher, Lowell, Massachusetts, George
Pumakis, founder of “Athenian Academy”,
Charter Schoolk Dr. James E. Alatis, Dean
Emeritus, School of Languages and Linguis-
tics, Theodore Spyropoulos, S.A.E. U.S.A. Co-
ordinator, Anna Efstathiou Tziropoulou, Au-
thor-Professor of Historical Greek Literature,
Alpine University, Zurich, Maria Makedon, Di-
rector, First Archdiocesan District, Department
of Education, Antonis Diamataris, Publisher,
“National Herald”, and Dimitris Kastanas,
President & Producer, NGTV.

Professor John Antonopoulos, University of
Staten Island, Dr. Demetrios J. Constantelos,
The Richard Stockton College of New Jersey,
Vasiliki Tsigas-Fotinis, Ph.D., President, Hel-
lenic Educators Association, NJ, Nina
Gatzoulis, Professor of Modern Greek, Univer-
sity of New Hampshire, Helene Georgopoulou,
Teacher, Peiraikon School, Chicago, Eleftheria
Ikouta, Principal, Plato School, Brooklyn, Athe-
na Krommydas, Principal, The William
Spyropoulos Day School, Flushing, Dr.
George Kafkoulis, Chairman, Co-Founder &
President of the Archimedean Academy,
Timoleon Kokkinos, St. Demetrius Astoria,
Principal (Afternoon School), and Dr. John
Kotsaridis, Director, Education Department,
Stavropegial Monastery.

Dr. George Melikokis, Principal, St.
Demetrios School, Jamaica, Dr. Aristotle
Michopoulos, Director of Greek Studies, Hel-
lenic College, Marina Moustakas, Founding
President, Hellenic Heritage Institute, Dr. Peter
Nanopoulos, Director of Greek Education and
Culture, Metropolis of San Francisco, Nikos
Nikolidakis, Consul for Educational Affairs in
USA, Dimitri S. Pallas (MD), Anna Stavroula
Panas, St. Basil's Academy Teachers College
Alumnae Association, Elias Pantelides, Direc-
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tor of Academy of Aristotle, St. George,
Media, PA, Eleftherios Peroulas, Founder of
Socrates  Academy, NC, and Helen
Petropoulou, St. George, Maryland.

Sophia Tsagalis, St. Catherine School, Vir-
ginia, Catherine Tsounis, Adjunct Professor,
St. John’s University, Dr. Peter Yiannos, Presi-
dent, Tri-State American Foundation for Greek
Language and Culture (AFGLC), Wilmington,
DE Philadelphia Association, Dimitris Filios,
Reporter, Cosmos FM, Dimitris
Georgakopoulos, Publisher, Hellenic Voice,
Theodore Kalmoukos, Reporter, National Her-
ald, Stavros Marmarinos, Reporter, National
Herald, Elias Neofyrides, Macedonia TV,
Dimitrios Tsakas, National Herald, Apostolos
Zoupaniotis, Publisher, “Greek News”, and
Panikos Panayiotou, NGTV.

| was pleased to have celebrated the Hel-
lenic language today with my many friends in
the Greek-American community. | look forward
to our continued friendship and collaboration
on the many issues important to the United
States and Greece.

———

NEW YORK CITY HOUSING
AUTHORITY

HON. YVETTE D. CLARKE

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 5, 2008

Ms. CLARKE. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to enter into the RECORD two newspaper arti-
cles illustrating the dire financial state the New
York City Housing Authority (NYCHA) is in at
the present moment. The first article is pub-
lished in the New York Daily News by Frank
Lombardi entitled: Eye Rent Spike, Shut-
downs. The article affirms that NYCHA plans
a rent increase for about 40,000 residents in
order to reduce their budget deficit. NYCHA
also plans to close all 280 community, youth,
and senior centers in order to save money.

The second article is published by the New
York Times by Manny Fernandez entitled:
Housing Cuts Are Proposed To Help Close
Budget Gap. This article declares that NYCHA
is making some of the steepest cuts in spend-
ing and personnel to reduce their shortfall in
their operating budget.

Today, the agency is looking at a $170 mil-
lion deficit for 2008, which has halted more
than 100 capital projects. But what is more
staggering is that over 400,000 residents in
2,600 apartment buildings will be adversely af-
fected by NYCHA'’s recent decisions. Many of
these residents represent our nation’s two
most vulnerable demographics: senior citizens
and youths. So eliminating all of the centers
will result in losing many of the following pro-
grams that is essential to the growth, develop-
ment, and progress for many living in public
housing: community, educational and rec-
reational programs; job readiness and training
initiatives; day care and Head Start; sports,
photography, painting, literacy classes and
general education courses; computer training,
arts and crafts, childcare feeding; and lunch,
and senior companion initiatives.

We must ensure that tenants do not be-
come helpless victims of the recent state of fi-
nancial affairs. | encourage my colleagues to
support enhancing resources that can mitigate
the struggles many public housing agencies
such as the New York City Public Housing Au-
thority is facing right now.
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[From the New York Daily News, May 30,
2008]
EYE RENT SPIKE, SHUTDOWNS
(By Frank Lombardi)

A brutal rent hike looms for 40,000 families
living in subsidized city apartments as Hous-
ing Authority officials sprung a plan Thurs-
day to close a gaping budget hole.

The Draconian move, which includes clos-
ing all 280 community, youth and senior cen-
ters, was spelled out at a City Council hear-
ing on the authority’s $195.3 million deficit,
which is also projected for the next four
years. ‘‘This is real. I'm going to have to be
able to manage within our means.” said Au-
thority Chairman Tino Hernandez after the
hearing. ‘‘So unless there’s some relief that
comes from some level of government I'm
going to have to move forward with these ac-
tions.”” They include:

A second rent hike for some 40,000 families
whose earnings require them to pay higher
rents. Most tenants of the authority’s 181,000
apartments pay a fixed rent capped at one-
third of their income. The higher earners
were hit two years ago with a 10% to 40%
hike depending on income and now face
hikes of 5% to 15%, to raise $45 million a
year, beginning next year.

Closing all of the Housing Authority’s
more than 100 senior centers and 158 youth
and community centers. That would cause
the layoff or retirement of 1,500 workers—for
annual savings of $60 million.

Diverting $756 million from the construc-
tion budget to cover operating expenses.

Selling or renting authority property to
private developers for market-rent uses. De-
tails are still being formulated.

The threatened actions will generate ‘‘out-
rage’’ among tenants, said Lisa Burriss. an
organizer for the Public Housing Residents
of the Lower East Side.

[From the New York Times, May 30, 2008]
HOUSING CUTS ARE PROPOSED T0 HELP CLOSE
BUDGET GAP
(By Manny Fernandez)

The chairman of the New York City Hous-
ing Authority painted a bleak financial pic-
ture of the agency at a City Council hearing
on Thursday, saying that without increased
government aid the authority would raise
rents for some tenants and eliminate hun-
dreds of community centers and resident
programs.

The agency—the largest public housing au-
thority in the United States, with 406,000
residents in 2,600 buildings—has made deep
cuts in its spending and its work force in re-
cent years to contend with ever-growing
budget gaps.

But the steps outlined on Thursday by the
agency’s chairman, Tino Hernandez, and its
general manager, Douglas Apple, were some
of the most severe cutbacks the agency has
proposed as it sought to close a $195 million
deficit in its operating budget this year. To-
ward the end of the housing officials’ testi-
mony before several committees, about two
dozen tenant activists stood up in the Coun-
cil chambers at City Hall and chanted, ‘‘Put
residents first!”’ as they marched out.

Staffs from the two sides will meet in the
coming days to begin discussing the
authority’s needs. Although the city and the
state do not provide annual operating assist-
ance to the authority, they have provided
one-time allocations to help close shortfalls.
Most recently, Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg
and the Council provided the agency with
$120 million in operating aid in 2006.

Mr. Hernandez and Mr. Apple said the rent
increases would be similar to the ones they
announced in 2006, when the Housing Author-
ity raised the rents paid by its highest-in-
come households. The new increases of 5 to
15 percent for those same tenants would gen-
erate an estimated $35 million to $45 million
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